
Peter Lanni and Cornelia L. Gallo, M.D. 

8 Barbara Place 

Westport, Connecticut 06880 

(203) 226-3134 

 

OPEN LETTER TO DR. LANDON 
 

 

January 6, 2016 

 

 

Elliott Landon 

Westport Superintendent of Schools 

110 Myrtle Avenue  

Westport, CT 06880 

 

Dear Dr. Landon, 

 

We are aware that the Board of Education observed a moment of silence for Christopher 

at the first 2016 meeting and appreciate the Board choosing to honor the life of our 

beloved son, whom we miss more than words could ever express.  We would like to also 

let you know that we thank the community who has embraced our sorrow and loss and 

supported our family with inexplicable attention, generosity and kindness.  Attendance at 

Christopher’s services, flowers, cards, food, letters, calls, texts, and the warmest, kindest 

sentiments expressed have comforted and risen us from our grief and despair.  We were 

not aware of the extent and intensity of the various communities we belong to from our 

schools, our church, the Boy Scouts, our professional circles and even our neighborhood.  

Strangers have offered solace and comfort in sensitive, thoughtful and compassionate 

ways.  We are blessed and grateful. 

 

With all this support, information has been brought to our attention that should not and 

cannot be ignored. Obviously it’s too late to impact Christopher’s life, but it’s not too late 

to help other kids in Westport who might be suffering or be at risk. We wish to express 

our intentions clearly and personally as to avoid any further speculation or confusion. 

 

 We request a thorough, professional investigation of allegations that 

Christopher was being bullied at school and/or on social media platforms 

(i.e. Instagram) by his fellow Staples students.  While we want to maintain 

our privacy and our son’s dignity, please consider this letter our written 

report and arrange accordingly for appropriate investigative action into 

this situation that may have affected Christopher and others.  If the police 

need to be involved as to extent of the communications, we understand 

that necessity as well and respect their and value their support.   

 

 



 Several current Staples high school students have reported observing 

bullying, humiliating or inappropriate behavior by one or more peer or 

peers toward others, and these students report that do not know how to 

respond or intervene. They feel guilty and ashamed of their inaction and 

passive consent to the blatantly behaviors.   This is a critical area needed 

to stop these types of malevolent behaviors.  Mobilizing the passive 

observers can change the culture.  There needs to be education and support 

toward this end.  The need has presented itself.  If an investigation to 

determine the necessity of this type of training and in service in seeded, 

please proceed and then develop the appropriate forum or settings to 

implement the interventions strategies for all students, probably at an 

earlier age than high school as well.   

 

 

 We wish to address school policy regarding mandatory electronics access 

and usage during class. We spoke with Christopher’s team of teachers and 

guidance counselor about limiting his access to his phone and laptop 

during the day to enhance his focus on his work.  We were told that he had 

to have his laptop with him. Frankly, there should be more and better 

options available. Such policy presently seems to result in social media 

access during school hours, which is counterproductive to the learning 

environment and subjects kids to additional cyberbullying.  

 

 

We thank you for taking expedient action. Hopefully, your forthrightness and sensitivity 

during this devastating time will aid what will undoubtedly be a lengthy healing process 

for our family.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Peter Lanni and Cornelia Gallo    

 
 


